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Abstract: Temporarily spared inactivation following Operation JUST CAUSE, the 528th Special Operations

Support Battalion’s fate remained undecided when Iraq invaded Kuwait on 2 August 1990. Consequently,
its involvement in U.S. military operations to defend Saudi Arabia (DESERT SHIELD) and liberate Kuwait
(DESERT STORM) was not a foregone conclusion. But, when U.S. Special Operations Command, Central
(SOCCENT) needed an immediate logistics solution for Army Special Operations Forces (ARSOF) deploying
to Saudi Arabia, it requested the 528th. This proved to be a fortuitous decision for both the 528th and the
myriad ARSOF units they supported.

peration DESERT STORM concluded on 28
O February 1991, after six weeks of intense aerial

bombardment and a 100-hour ground cam-
paign that ejected Iraqi forces from occupied Kuwait.
Commenting on the rapid and overwhelming success
of that operation, General (GEN) H. Norman Schwarz-
kopf, Jr., Commander-in-Chief (CINC), U.S. Central
Command (USCENTCOM), singled out U.S. Special
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Operations Forces (SOF) for praise, referring to them as
the glue that held the diverse U.S.-led coalition togeth-
er.! Schwarzkopf did not specifically mention the 528th
Special Operations Support Battalion (SOSB), but his
senior SOF commander in theater, U.S. Army Special
Forces Colonel (COL) Jesse L. Johnson, described the
528th as his “saving grace? Johnson’s deputy, U.S. Air
Force (USAF) Colonel Douglas Brazil, echoed that sen-




General H. Norman Schwarzkopf, Jr. commanded USCENTCOM
during Operations DESERT SHIELD and DESERT STORM.

timent: “we’d have died without them””? Viewed in this
light, the 528th SOSB was a critical, but largely over-
looked, ingredient in Schwarzkopf’s “glue”

Few published histories of the Persian Gulf War, as
Operations DESERT SHIELD and DESERT STORM
are commonly known, address the 528th SOSB’s role.*
However, several unpublished histories, including
those produced by the U.S. Army Special Operations
Command (USASOC) History Office, devote a few
paragraphs to ARSOF combat service support (CSS) in
this conflict.® These accounts typically describe 528th
SOSB contributions in terms of quantities: number of
miles travelled, requisitions filled, maintenance jobs
completed, and meals distributed. They do not pro-
vide context for understanding these numbers, nor do
they put faces on the ARSOF Support soldiers respon-

sible for sustaining ARSOEF.® In contrast, this article
fills that gap by relating how this small, one-of-a-kind
support battalion, with limited operational experience
and no role in existing USCENTCOM plans, deployed
to Saudi Arabia and helped sustain ARSOF during
the U.S. military’s largest ground campaign since the
Vietnam War.

Background

In 1986, the U.S. Army activated the 13th Support
Battalion (Special Operations) at Fort Bragg, North
Carolina, to provide dedicated logistical support to
ARSOF units assigned to 1st Special Operations Com-
mand (1st SOCOM). Commanded by Lieutenant
Colonel (LTC) Louis G. Mason, its 163 soldiers were
organized into a headquarters company (HHC) and
three functional detachments (Supply, Maintenance,
and Transportation). In May 1987, the Army reflagged
the 13th as the 528th Support Battalion, better known
as the 528th SOSB. Soon thereafter, it began deploying
small contingents to Bahrain to support ARSOF in Op-
erations EARNEST WILL and PRIME CHANCE - the
so-called “Tanker War” with Iran that lasted from 1987
to 1989.” That mission was ongoing in May 1989 when
the Army ordered the 528th’s inactivation, effective
September 1990.8

Rather than passively wait for inactivation, 528th
leaders successfully inserted it into U.S. Southern
Command (USSOUTHCOM) contingency plans for
Panama. In December 1989, two task-organized ele-
ments from the 528th, totaling thirty-seven soldiers,
deployed in support of Operation JUST CAUSE.® The
528th’s performance there convinced the CINC, U.S.
Special Operations Command (USSOCOM), GEN
James J. Lindsay, to ask the Army to reconsider its
inactivation decision. At a March 1990 meeting with
Lindsay, GEN Robert W. Riscassi, Vice Chief of Staff of
the Army, agreed to postpone the inactivation, pend-
ing a comprehensive study of ARSOF CSS.*° This study
was underway when Iraqi President Saddam Hussein’s
tanks overran neighboring Kuwait that August.

The 528th SOSB gained valuable experience in Pan-
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ama but, like many USASOC units, had not yet been
tested by an extended, large-scale deployment. It would
now get that opportunity, due in part to deficiencies in
the USCENTCOM plan for supporting ARSOF during
contingency operations. Between August 1990 and
March 1991, 155 soldiers — 96 percent of the 528th’s
total strength — deployed to the USCENTCOM area of
operational responsibility (AOR). Their actions there
ensured the battalion’s survival.

Planning and Deployment
Inclusion in USSOUTHCOM plans, prior to JUST
CAUESE, allowed the 528th SOSB to stage equipment

Transportation
Company

Maintenance
Company
(Bravo)

(Charlie)

and rehearse with supported ARSOF elements.!* Noth-
ing of this nature existed for USCENTCOM.!? As a re-
sult, the 528th’s role in DESERT SHIELD and DESERT
STORM was largely an exercise in improvisation.
Existing plans and doctrine gave SOCCENT, the the-
ater special operations command for USCENTCOM,
operational control (OPCON) of all ARSOF in the-
ater. However, it was not responsible for their logistical
support. That responsibility fell to U.S. Army Central
Command (ARCENT), the Army Service Component
Command (ASCC) for USCENTCOM.** ARCENT’s
plans called for a mobilized U.S. Army Reserve (USAR)
Army Support Group (ASG) to support ARSOF during

During Operation JUST CAUSE, a team of eleven 528th soldiers ran a Forward Arming and Refueling Point (FARP) from Howard Air
Force Base, near Panama City, Panama. Here, a UH-60 Black Hawk is seen departing the FARP.

(Image credit: David Stewart)

“Proving the Concept”:
The 528th Support Battalion in Panama
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President George H.W. Bush spoke out forcefully against the Iraqi
invasion of Kuwait, declaring that the aggression “will not stand.”

contingency operations.** However, the planned ASG
could not arrive in theater for at least seven weeks after
the SOF units it was to support, a problem identified by
SOCCENT at a March 1990 planning conference.** Fi-
nally, the SOF element intended to coordinate ARSOF
logistics in the USCENTOM AOR, 5th Special Oper-
ations Support Command (SOSC), would not activate
until October 1990, which was too late to have any im-
pact on DESERT SHIELD.*¢

On 7 August 1990, U.S. President George H.W. Bush
ordered the deployment of U.S. forces to Saudi Arabia
to deter further Iraqi aggression. COL Jesse Johnson
and his staff immediately began making preparations
for a SOCCENT-Forward headquarters (HQ) on the
Arabian Peninsula.’” Knowing the weaknesses in the
ARCENT support plan, he asked Lieutenant General
(LTG) Michael F. Spigelmire, Commanding General,
USASOC, for the 528th SOSB, being familiar with its
recent contributions during JUST CAUSE.*® 1st SO-
COM, the 528th’s higher headquarters, recommended
deployment two days later.?®

LTC Norman A. Gebhard, 528th SOSB Command-

Iraqi President Saddam Hussein.

er, alerted his battalion, which immediately began pre-
paring to deploy to Saudi Arabia. One junior officer
recalled the soldiers being too consumed by the task
at hand to worry about what lay ahead. Instead, the
prevailing sentiment among the troops was that Iraq,
which fielded the fourth largest army in the world at the
time, “didn’t know what it was getting into.”?°

When LTC Gebhard assumed command of the 528th
in July 1990, it was his second consecutive SOF assign-
ment on Fort Bragg. However, he had spent the first
fifteen years of his career in the conventional Army,
experience that would serve him well during the up-
coming deployment. He was aided by battalion Com-
mand Sergeant Major (CSM) Otis W. Norfleet, a JUST
CAUSE veteran who had been the battalion CSM since
mid-1988. Joining him were fellow Panama veterans
Major (MA]J) Randy R. Heyward (Executive Officer),
Captain (CPT) Robert T. Davis (S-3, Operations Offi-
cer), CPT Mark A. Olinger (Support Operations Offi-
cer), CPT John M. Gargaro (Commander, HHC), and
Sergeant First Class (SFC) James E. Boone (S-4, Non-
commissioned Officer-in-Charge [NCOIC]).2* Their
combined experience made it possible to deploy the
entire battalion into a largely unknown environment in
less than a month and then hit the ground running.

U.S. Army, Central
(ARCENT) SSI

5th Special Operations Support
Command (SOSC) beret flash
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528th MISSION ESSENTIAL TASK LIST

Echelon: Battalion

PRIORITY TASK
1 Provide dedicated logistical direct support.
2 Provide unit level logistics support.
3 Provide command and control for assigned/attached units (Engineer, Security, Graves Registration,
Decontamination).
4 Deploy by air, land, sea, and rail.
5 Provide for internal defense.
6 Operate in a Nuclear, Biological, or Chemical (NBC) environment.
1 Provide unit-level medical support.
2 Provide food service support.
3 Provide interim staff coordination for graves registration.
4 Provide classes of supply I, II, IV, VII, and VIII.
5 Provide classes of supply I, Il, IV, VII, VIl transfer and transship operations.
6 Coordinate with Civil Affairs for services (laundry, bath, potable water, etc.) which are not provided by
augmentation.
7 Provide Headquarters Commandant services.

Echelon: Supply Detachment

1 Provide combat/demand supported Authorized Stockage Lists (ASL) for SOF-peculiar equipment and
limited conventional support systems.

2 Operate forward-based refuel/rearm supply points for deployed ARSOF aviation and ground elements.

3 Operate forward-based ammunition supply points, including special ammunition (for 160th Special Opera-
tions Aviation Regiment).

4 Provide unit level Class Ill support.

1 Provide intermediate direct support maintenance (Weapons, Automotive, Engineer).

2 Provide unit level maintenance support.

3 Provide Class VII Operational Readiness Float (ORF) for selected special and conventional equipment
(Ranger).

Echelon:
1

Transportation Detachment
Provide movement control for sea, land, rail, and air (Airfield Departure/Arrival Control Group) movements.

2

Provide short-haul transportation support.
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(Image credit: NARA)

The C-5 Galaxy, seen here offloading troops in Saudi Arabia, was
the largest cargo aircraft in the USAF inventory.

(Image credit: NARA)

Most 528th soldiers deployed out of Pope Air Force Base, North
Carolina, on one of several USAF C-141 Starlifter cargo aircraft,
like those seen here. The C-141 has since been replaced by the
C-17 Globemaster.

Still, a battalion-sized deployment was a new expe-
rience for all involved and was not without difficulty.
To accomplish the task, the 528th embedded Staff Ser-
geant (SSG) Ronald Jackson, its Air Movement Officer,
at Pope Air Force Base (AFB), North Carolina, to co-
ordinate air load planning.?? It also received invaluable
assistance from the USAF as it jockeyed with XVIII
Airborne Corps units for limited space on outbound
aircraft heading for Saudi Arabia.?®

The battalion began deploying from Pope AFB on
29 August, on a combination of C-5 Galaxy and C-141
Starlifter aircraft. Most arrived at King Fahd Inter-
national Airport (KFIA), located on the Persian Gulf
coast near the city of Dammam, within a few days,
although the C-5 lagged behind the C-141s, due to
maintenance issues.?* On 8 September, the 528th SOSB
became the first ARSOF unit to complete its deploy-
ment (“close theater”), despite not having been pre-
viously force-listed on USCENTCOM contingency
plans.?s It left behind a small rear detachment of eight
personnel at Fort Bragg, led by First Lieutenant (1LT)
Janette L. Skowron.?®

Some 528th SOSB personnel and equipment deployed to Saudi
Arabia aboard a USAF C-5, like the one pictured here.

DESERT SHIELD

The earliest days of Operation DESERT SHIELD
were chaotic and tense. Though growing daily, the U.S.
presence in Saudi Arabia was miniscule, compared to
the massive concentration of Iraqi troops in Kuwait.”
The XVIII Airborne Corps and SOF elements that ar-
rived first were sent to deter further Iraqi aggression,
but were not equipped to stop a potential Iraqi ar-
mored thrust into Saudi Arabia. The resulting “window
of vulnerability” necessitated the development of what
CPT Davis termed a “run-away plan”?® The much-an-
ticipated arrival of U.S. Army armored units in Octo-
ber, with their state-of-the-art M1A1 Abrams tanks
and M2 Bradley Fighting Vehicles, eliminated the need
for a quick evacuation plan.”

At KFIA, the 528th linked up with lead elements from
5th Special Forces Group (SFG), and bedded down in
the unfinished airport’s extensive underground facili-
ties.* The 5th Special Forces Operational Base (SFOB),
as 5th SFG headquarters was known, formed the core
of an Army Special Operations Task Force (ARSOTF),
commanded by COL James W. Kraus (Commander, 5th
SFG). The ARSOTF in turn fell under SOCCENT and
was collocated at KFIA 3!

SOCCENT assigned the
528th SOSB responsibility
for providing direct sup-
port to ARSOF units at
both KFIA and the other
main ARSOF staging base,
King Khalid Military City
(KKMC), approximately
350 miles to the north-
west.?> Soldiers from the
528th supported the HQ,
ARSOTF (5th SFOB); 1st

Special Forces SSI
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Special Operations Command Central (SOCCENT)

during DESERT SHIELD/STORM

ARSOTF
(5TH SFG)

1ST, 2ND, 3RD
BN, 5TH SFG

1ST BN, 3RD SFG

3RD BN, 160TH SOAR 4TH BN, 17TH CAVALRY

KUWAITI

528TH S0SB SPECIAL FORCES

"IHEE

112TH SIGNAL BN

528TH SOSB EQUIPMENT LIST FOR
DESERT SHIELD/DESERT STORM

NOMENCLATURE QUANTITY
5-ton Tractor Truck 1
5-ton Cargo Truck 23
MILITARY CLASSES OF SUPPLY 2%-ton Cargo Truck 5
Class| | Subsistence 5/4-ton Utility Truck 11
Class Il | Clothing, Individual Equipment, Tools, 3/4-ton Utility Truck 1
Administrative Supplies 5-ton Wrecker 1
Class Il | Petroleum, Qils, and Lubricants 10,000-pound Forklift 3
Class IV | Construction Materials 4,000-pound Forklift 2
Class V| Ammunition Forward Area Refuel Equipment 3
Class VI | Personal Demand ltems Fuel System Supply Point 1.5
Class VII | Major End Items: Vehicles, Weapons, Elec- Water Trailer 8
tronics Mobile Kitchen Trailer 4
Class VIII | Medical Materials NBC Shelter 4
Class IX | Repair Parts Reverse Osmosis Water Purification 5
Class X | Material for Non-military Programs Unit (ROWPU)
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(Image credit: Jeremy Sellers)

Battalion, 5th SFG (Forward Operational Base [FOB]
51); SOCCENT-Forward; Naval Special Warfare Task
Group (NSWTQG) 1, consisting of two SEAL teams and a
special boat unit; and elements from two Psychological
Operations (PSYOP) battalions.** The 528th supplied
Class I (meals-ready-to-eat [MREs], meals operational-
ly ready-to-eat [MOREs], T-rations, supplements, and
bottled water), and Class VI (male and female sundry
packs).®* It utilized the Standard Army Retail Supply
System (SARSS) to requisition Classes II, III, V, VII,
and IX for supported units.** It drew and issued am-
munition, replenishing the 5th SFG basic load several
times, and obtained approximately 50,000 rounds of
AK-47 ammunition for coalition partners.*® Lastly, it
maintained an air line of communication (ALOC) with
ARSOF at KKMC.*”

Heavy equipment was initially scarce at KFIA. For-
tunately, the 528th brought “everything but the kitchen
sink” with them, according to CPT Olinger.*®* Most mis-
sion essential equipment had accompanied the troops
by air, while less essential or oversized equipment trav-
elled by sea.®® This allowed the battalion to make an
immediate impact, and CPT Davis recalled their M816
5-ton wrecker and 10,000-pound capacity (10k) forklift
being especially valuable.® “They [the 528th] came in
ready to go,” said Col. Brazil, the SOCCENT Deputy.*!

Just five days after it closed theater, a SOCCENT
Logistics Assessment, dated 13 September 1990, not-
ed, “the 528th Support Battalion continues to provide
outstanding support to ARSOF units,” mentioning that
it had just received its first pallet of supplies, via air,
from the continental U.S. (CONUS).*> A week later,
the 528th received and signed for fifty-four Global Po-
sitioning System (GPS) units, which it transported to

Transportation Company soldiers perch on the hood of a M923
5-ton truck during a rare moment of downtime. The 528th’s truck
drivers logged over a quarter million miles in support of ARSOF
missions during DESERT SHIELD and DESERT STORM.

528th SOSB soldiers arrived at King Fahd International Airport
in early September 1990 with much needed heavy equipment,
including a 10,000 pound-capacity (10k) forklift. A smaller,
4,000-pound capacity forklift is seen here, unloading supplies
in Saudi Arabia.

forward-located SF units.*® However, when it came to
supplies, the first few weeks of DESERT SHIELD con-
sisted of a lot of scavenging. CPT Davis recalled SSG
Jackson spending considerable time in the lost pallet
yard, searching for anything useful. Meanwhile, the
528th’s cooks went directly to the docks to retrieve
Class I (food and water), lest it not find its way to KFIA,
through normal supply channels.**

These supplies were ferried between the King Ab-
dul Aziz Seaport, near Dammam, and ARSOF bas-

The M923 5-ton cargo truck, seen here in garrison, was the
workhorse of the 528th SOSB Transportation Company during
Operations DESERT SHIELD and DESERT STORM, and
performed superbly in the harsh desert conditions.

V18/N1
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(Image credit: Louis G. Mason)

528th SOSB truck drivers ferried supplies to remote border outposts, manned by U.S. Army Special Forces soldiers.

es at KFIA and KKMC by the 528th’s Transportation
Company, which deployed with twenty-three M923A2
5-ton cargo trucks and five M35A2C 2%-ton trucks.*®
These seldom sat idle, due to limited organic transpor-
tation assets in the supported ARSOF units, including
5th SFG, which was responsible for manning dozens
of border outposts. Delivering food, water, and am-
munition to these remote outposts required the com-
pany’s truck drivers to traverse hundreds of miles of
desert each trip.*¢ The company deployed with rough-
ly thirty truck drivers (military occupational specialty
88M), but the high operational tempo led the 528th to
request augmentation from non-deploying units on
Fort Bragg, resulting in the addition of approximately
forty personnel.*”

All of those miles, combined with the intense heat
and desert sand, kept the 528th’s Maintenance Com-
pany busy. Tire blowouts and overheating engines were
constant threats, sometimes necessitating recovery us-
ing the lone 5-ton wrecker.*® As if performing unit-level
maintenance for the 528th, and direct support mainte-
nance to the ARSOTE, were not enough, SOCCENT
also tasked it to support NSWTG 1, which lacked an
organic maintenance capability.** The maintenance
section had to overcome several obstacles, in order to
complete these missions, including a shortage of re-
pair parts, grueling temperatures that forced it to shut
down operations for several hours in the afternoon,
and frequent “Scud alerts,” that brought work to a
grinding halt.>

The 528th brought a M816 5-ton wrecker, pictured here at Fort Bragg, NC. Over the course of the deployment, it ran dozens of
recovery missions for ARSOF vehicles, often resulting from the harsh desert conditions.

(Image credit: Jeremy Sellers)
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Top: Military personnel work at the site where an Iragi Scud
missile attack on 25 February 1991, killed 28 Army Reserve
personnel and wounded in 100 others. The building housed

the 475th Quartermaster Group (Provisional). Middle: Training

in Mission-Oriented Protective Posture (MOPP) gear while in
garrison helped prepare 528th soldiers to react to the threat

of chemically-armed Scud missiles, during Operation DESERT
STORM. Bottom: Military personnel examine a Scud missile shot
down in the desert by an MIM-104 Patriot tactical air defense
missile during Operation DESERT STORM.

“Scud Alert!”

The 528th SOSB did not take any casualties during
Operations DESERT SHIELD and DESERT STORM,
but it had its share of run-ins with Irag’s most infa-
mous weapon of the war: the Scud missile. Though
not effective as a military weapon due to its inac-
curacy, Scuds allowed Iraq to project force, and in-
spire terror.' Major U.S. bases and staging areas in
Saudi Arabia were well within the Scud’s reach. For
528th soldiers at King Khalid Military City (KKMC)
and King Fahd International Airport (KFIA), “Scud
alerts” became a part of life.

Irag had made extensive use of the basic Sovi-
et-made Scud surface-to-surface missile during its
eight-year war with neighboring Iran (1980-88). By
1990, the Iraqgis had developed two enhanced vari-
ants of the 1950s-era weapon. The Al-Husayn had
a range of 373 miles, and the Al-Hijarah could reach
targets 466 miles away. Both Scud variants could
carry high explosive, chemical, or nerve agent war-
heads.?

During Operation DESERT STORM, a total of 88
Scuds were fired from fixed site or mobile launchers
in western Iraq: 42 towards Israel and 46 at Saudi
Arabia and other Persian Gulf states.® Most Scuds
aimed at U.S. troops missed their targets, or were
intercepted by the U.S. Army Patriot Defender mis-
sile defense system. However, on 25 February 1991,
a Scud struck a barracks housing the Army’s 475th
Quartermaster Group (Provisional), in Dhahran,
Saudi Arabia, killing 28 US soldiers and wounding
almost 100 more. It was the single deadliest Iraqi
attack of the entire war.

The 528th was more fortunate, although Scud
alerts frequently sent soldiers scurrying for cover
and grasping for their protective gear. One such in-
cident occurred in early February 1991, when four
separate lragi Scud missile attacks — nine missiles,
in all - targeted KKMC. All 528th soldiers, including
those outside the wire running transportation mis-
sions at the time of the attack, escaped unharmed.
Still, Captain Mark Olinger remembers it being “too
close for comfort.”

Endnotes

1 Iraq targeted Israeli civilians with dozens of Scuds, in an ultimately
unsuccessful effort to provoke an Israeli response that, in turn, would cause
Arab members of the U.S.-led coalition to withdraw their support.

N

U.S. Department of Defense, “Final Report to Congress: Conduct of the
Persian Gulf War,” April 1992, USSOCOM History and Research Office,
MacDill AFB, FL, 53-54.

w

“Conduct of the Persian Gulf War," 219.

I

COL (Ret.) Mark A. Olinger, interview with Christopher E. Howard, 17 June
2020, USASOC History Office, Fort Bragg, NC.
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during DESERT SHIELD
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The steady influx of ARSOF units into Saudi Arabia
led LTC Gebhard to send a task-organized Forward
Area Support Team (FAST), consisting of 35-40 sol-
diers, to the sprawling KKMC complex in mid-Septem-
ber. This new Saudi military facility housed 2nd and
3rd Battalions, 5th SFG (FOB 52 and FOB 53, respec-
tively), and 3rd Battalion, 160th Special Operations
Aviation Regiment (3/160th SOAR), among others.”*
It offered outstanding facilities: dormitory-style living
quarters, an excellent dining facility, showers, mainte-
nance shops, and a well-lit, paved motor pool.*> How-
ever, these luxuries came at the price of more oversight : ;
from the Saudi Ministry of Defense.> Fuel System Supply Point (FSSP) equipment, seen here on

Commanded by CPT Rodney O. Griffin, the Supply display at Fort Bragg, NC, had a considerably larger capacity
Company Commander, the FAST provided ARSOF than. the more compact and transportable Fo.rward Area Rgfueling

. . . Equipment (FARE). Both systems were used in Saudi Arabia.

units at KKMC with food, water, ammunition, and fuel.

The Supply Company set up and operated a fuel point
from a Saudi motor pool, and a fuel system supply
point for both SOF (3/160th) and conventional aviation
assets. The 528th drew and issued the ammunition, and
the receiving units had responsibility for storing it. It
also requisitioned supplies, provided direct support
transportation and maintenance, maintained ALOC
between KKMC and KFIA, and established an Arriv-
al/Departure Airfield Control Group (A/DACG) for
SOE.5* Twelve 528th fuelers participated in a Forward

(Image credit: Louis G. Mason)

(Image credit: NARA)

The UH-60 Black Hawk, seen here, and the SOF variant, the MH-60, saw
extensive action in Operations DESERT SHIELD and DESERT STORM.

49 | Veritas



(Image credit: Stephan R. Anderson)

A small team from the 528th was assigned a water purification
mission, using four 600 gallon-per-hour Reverse Osmosis Water
Purification Units (ROWPUSs). They set up their ROWPUs at an
oasis in the vicinity of Dammam, Saudi Arabia.

(Image credit: Stephan R. Anderson)
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Purified water produced by the 528th ROWPU team was
transported to remote SOF locations via 500-gallon blivets,
slung under CH-47 helicopters.

Arming and Refueling Point (FARP) training exercise
with 3/160th SOAR, from 31 October to 7 November
1990.% This training would pay off later, during DES-
ERT STORM, when the refuel capacity of the 528th
was stretched to the limit.

Despite being overextended in its core mission areas
of supply, maintenance, and transportation, the 528th
was assigned other missions, for which it was less pre-
pared. For example, USASOC tasked the battalion with
performing a water purification mission, and issued it
four 600 gallon-per-hour Reverse Osmosis Water Puri-
fication Units (ROWPUs) shortly before deployment.®®
Once in theater, LTC Gebhard entrusted this mission to
1LT John M. Sheckler, who assembled an ad hoc team
of Headquarters and Supply Company soldiers.5” Ser-

-

SGT Stephen R. Anderson, pictured here at the ROWPU site,
was the Headquarters Company Supply Sergeant. Early in
DESERT SHIELD, he was tabbed to be the NCOIC for the water
purification mission.

geant Stephen R. Anderson, normally the HHC supply
sergeant, served as his NCOIC.>® After setting up their
ROWPUs at a desert oasis between KFIA and Dam-
mam, they produced an estimated 3,000 gallons of po-
table water per day, before shutting down operations
in December 1990.> This water was then transport-
ed to remote ARSOF elements in 500-gallon blivets,
sling-loaded under CH-47 Chinook helicopters. De-
spite the improvised nature of the mission, the 528th
demonstrated an ability, as CPT Olinger saw it, “to fill a
capability gap, without burdening the rest of ARSOF."s°

Transition to DESERT STORM

On 29 November 1990, the United Nations Security
Council passed Resolution 678, giving Saddam Hussein
until 15 January 1991 to withdraw his forces from Ku-
wait, and authorizing the use of force if he did not com-
ply.°* Within a month, the 528th SOSB relocated its
main body of about 150 soldiers forward to KKMC, to
better support offensive operations to liberate Kuwait.
In turn, the FAST, which had been at KKMC since late
September, replaced the main body at KFIA.s2

From KKMC, the 528th supported the same units the
FAST had supported, plus the 112th Signal Battalion,
and VII and XVIII Corps aviation units.®® It provided
food, water, fuel, and ammunition, and requisitioned
Classes 11, III, IV,VII, and IX. It also provided ALOC
from KFIA, direct support maintenance and transpor-
tation, and water production and distribution.5*

The 528th’s fuelers went from relative novices to ex-
perts within a few days in mid-January 1991, when they
set up and operated a FARP to support aviation units
from both XVIII Airborne Corps and VII Corps, which

V18/N1
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were repositioning to support the DESERT STORM
ground offensive.®* Over four hundred AH-64 Apaches,
AH-1 Cobras, UH-60 Black Hawks, CH-47 Chinooks,
and OH-58 Kiowas transitioned through KKMC. For
several days, the fuel section pumped as much as forty
thousand gallons of aviation fuel.®®

CPT Griffin’s FAST, now at KFIA, picked up the mis-
sion of supporting 5th SFOB (HQ, ARSOTF), FOB 51,
and HQ, SOCCENT, along with providing limited sup-
port to 3rd SFG and attached units.¢” It supplied food,
water, and ammunition, and requisitioned Classes II,
IIL, IV, VII, and IX. It provided ALOC to KKMC, along
with direct support maintenance and transportation.®
This arrangement, with the main body at KKMC and
the FAST at KFIA, continued after Operation DESERT
STORM commenced on 16 January 1991.6°

When the U.S.-led coalition advanced into Kuwait
and Iraq, starting on 24 February, the 528th sent a sec-
ond FAST, under the command of MAJ Harold ‘Hal’
Walker, to Kuwait City International Airport (KCIA).”°
From there, it supported ARSOF elements that had
advanced with the ground offensive.”* It established
a FARP, using a combination of East German and
HEMTT tankers. It also provided food, water, ammu-
nition, limited direct support transportation support,
and ALOC from KMMC to KCIA.”

With no prospect of holding onto occupied Kuwait,
Iraq agreed to a ceasefire on 28 February 1991. The
528th SOSB began redeploying to Fort Bragg the next
month. In the six months since it arrived in Saudi Ara-
bia, the 528th provided 500,000 MREs, 175,000 T-Ra-
tions, and 600,000 gallons of bottled water. It dispensed

UH-60 Black Hawk

0OH-58 Kiowa

(Images credit: NARA)

3

H-64 Apache

589,000 gallons of Jet A-1 fuel, 57,997 gallons of die-
sel, and 125,551 gallons of MOGAS. It drew and issued
303.39 short tons of ammunition. It filled 20,601 of the
23,765 requisitions it received (86.69 percent). It trans-
shipped 7,584 short tons via ground, and 2,070 short
tons via air. Its drivers transported 14,416 personnel,

In January 1991, coalition forces began repositioning westward, in preparation for the ground offensive against Iraq.
GEN Schwarzkopf’s strategy called for a “left hook” that would catch the Iraqgis off guard, allowing for a swifter victory.
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Retreating Iragi troops set fire to Kuwaiti oil wells, severely limiting
visibility and causing it to literally rain oil.

(Image credit: Jeremy Sellers)

A 528th SOSB soldier snapped this photo on his way to
Kuwait City.

driving a total of 275,340 miles. At KKMC, its Arrival/
Departure Airfield Control Group directed 198 total
cargo aircraft, most of which were C-130s (145) trav-
elling intra-theater.”® Its mechanics received 272 jobs,
completing 263 (97 percent).”*

Conclusion

The numbers were certainly impressive, but the im-
pact the 528th SOSB went beyond the numbers. It was
in the right place, at the right time, with the right equip-
ment, skill sets, and adaptability to fill the CSS gap for
ARSOEF. COL Donald W. Betts, Chief of Logistics (]-
4), SOCCENT, during the war, wrote in a U.S. Army
War College paper, “Without [the 528th’s] expertise
and responsive support, ARSOF would not have been
able to accomplish their missions””®* COL Jesse Johnson
was even more succinct: “We would have been in dire
straits without them.”7¢

This sentiment was shared by members of the 528th.
CPT Mark Olinger, Support Operations Officer, re-
ferred to Operations DESERT SHIELD and DESERT
STORM as a “high-water mark for the battalion,” add-
ing, “had we not been there, it would have been an en-
tirely different picture for the ARSOTF and other SOF
we supported””” SGT Stephen Anderson, who served
as NCOIC for ROWPU operations before advancing
into Kuwait City with MA]J Walker’s FAST, expressed
great pride in the unit’s accomplishments. “[We] did a
fantastic job.”7®

Following the war, the Army awarded the 528th SOSB
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(Image credit: Stephen R. Anderson)

His ROWPU mission complete, SGT Anderson joined MAJ Hal Walker’s FAST for the push into Kuwait. He is seen here near the U.S.
Embassy in Kuwait City.

the Valorous Unit Award, with streamer embroidered
IRAQ-KUWAIT 1991. The 528th also earned cam-
paign credit for both the Defense of Saudi Arabia and
Liberation and Defense of Kuwait.” More importantly,
its contributions to Operations DESERT SHIELD and
DESERT STORM reinforced the value of a dedicated,
rapidly deployable ARSOF CSS unit, settling the inac-
tivation question.®°

While 528th was deployed to Saudi Arabia, USASOC
completed the review of ARSOF CSS review, commis-
sioned by GEN Lindsay in March 1990. Four months
into DESERT SHIELD, it was clear that the 528th SOSB
support was invaluable to ARSOF, but the battalion was
stretched beyond its capacity.®® USASOC proposed
quadrupling the battalion’s size to 724 soldiers, judged
sufficient to support major contingencies in two differ-
ent theaters.®? Although later pared back to 400, it still
represented 150 percent growth.®?

In the years immediately following DESERT STORM,
the expanded 528th SOSB reorganized into a headquar-
ters company and two robust multifunctional forward
support companies (FSCs). It supported ARSOF “to the
utmost” in the Balkans, Haiti, Africa, and elsewhere.
After the terrorist attacks of 11 September 2001, the
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Defense of Saudi Arabia Streamer
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528th deployed in support of Operations ENDURING
FREEDOM and IRAQI FREEDOM. It was inactivated
in 2005, as part of broad realignment of ARSOF CSS
capabilities. Since 2008, its lineage lives on in the 528th
Sustainment Brigade (Special Operations). @

Takeaways:

1 Though unplanned, 528th SOSB support to the ARSOTF
and SOCCENT was critical to mission success during
DESERT SHIELD and DESERT STORM.

2 The 528th was stretched extremely thin for the duration
of the conflict, operating out of multiple locations, and
supporting a wide array of SOF and conventional forces.

3 528th SOSB contributions to Operation JUST CAUSE
in Panama led the Army to postpone its activation, but its
excellent performance in Operation DESERT SHIELD and
DESERT STORM secured its existence for another fifteen
years.
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Sergeant First Class Christopher A. Celiz was posthumously awarded
the Medal of Honor for actions while serving with 1st Battalion, 75th
Ranger Regiment in Afghanistan. He wears the 75th Ranger Regiment
DUI on his beret.

ilitary insignia serve as both unit identifiers
Mand sources of inspiration for those who
wear them. They also connect present-day
units to their historical predecessors. While insignia
may be instantly recognizable, the symbols they contain
often require explanation. The description that follows
provides historical context for the current U.S. Army
75th Ranger Regiment Distinctive Unit Insignia (DUI).
The Ranger Regiment has roots to multiple World War
II units, but the story of the DUI itself starts in the
Burma campaign.

A British colony, Burma was invaded by the Japanese
in early 1942. In order to take back its former territory
and to secure India from threat of invasion, the British
attempted a number of military operations. The most
daring of these was infiltrating a long-range penetration
group, known as the Chindits, into Japanese-controlled
Burma. Led by Brigadier General Orde Wingate, in
February 1943, 3,000 Chindits entered north Burma
and succeeded in causing limited damage to the Jap-

DUI for the 75th Infantry Regiment.
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by Troy J. Sacquety

anese, but at great cost in personnel casualties.! The
Chindits, however, secured a propaganda victory by
showing that allied units could operate successfully
behind enemy lines. This led the US. Army to create
its own long range penetration group, the 5307th
Composite Unit (Provisional), otherwise known as
Merrill's Marauders.

In February 1944, the Marauders began their own
campaign in Burma. They were pivotal in seizing the
airfield at Myitkyina, in north Burma, and after three
months of siege, the city itself. However, that campaign
rendered the unit combat ineffective. Because the 5307th
was no longer capable of operations, on 10 August 1944,
remaining Marauders—along with their unit lineage—
were consolidated into the 475th Infantry Regiment
(Long Range Penetration, Special), part of the 5332nd
Brigade (Provisional), better known as the MARS Task
Force. The MARS Task Force was the second U.S. Army
long range penetration unit formed for service in Burma
in WWIL It was instrumental in seizing the remainder
of the Burma Road from Japanese control, opening up
a land route to China, and securing north Burma. The
475th, as well as the other component units in the MARS
Task Force, were disbanded in China on 1 July 1945.2 For
nearly a decade, the two U.S. Army long range penetra-
tion groups seemingly were just a memory.

That changed on 20 November 1954, with the ac-
tivation of the 75th Infantry Regiment on Okinawa.
The 75th Infantry Regiment in the mid-1950s was not
considered a ‘Ranger’ unit and at the time had no for-
mal ties to the six WWII Ranger Battalions. However,
the 75th drew its lineage directly from Merrill's Ma-
rauders and the 475th Infantry Regiment. This heritage
was reflected on the 75th’s DUI, the description of
which reads:



“Blue is the color for Infantry. The two elephant
tusks are used to represent Burma, and in form-
ing and arch supporting the Indian Star allude
to Burma being the eastern ‘Gateway to India.
The red stripe leading through the gateway sig-
nifies the defense of India and central Burma,
the areas in which the regiment was engaged.
The two crossed kukris (Gurkha knives) barring
the gateway are used to represent the regiment’s
two battle honors for service during World War I,
and also symbolized the nature of jungle combat.
The tusks and kukris taken together simulate the
letter ‘M’ and refer to ‘Merrill’s Marauders,’ its
famed World War Il designation. Sk

The 75th had only a short existence before being inacti-
vated on 21 March 1956.* The lineage to the Marauders
and the 475th again went dormant.

On 1 January 1969, the 75th Infantry Regiment was
reorganized to become the “parent organization” for all
Department of the Army-authorized long range patrol
units, under the Combat Arms Regimental System.®
The 75th retained its lineage to the Marauders and
the 475th, but the unit was also granted an exception
to policy that allowed it to adopt another DUI. For its
DUI, the 75th chose to adapt the shoulder patch of the
Marauders, which had also been worn by the 475th and
the rest of the MARS Task Force. While never official-
ly authorized, this patch was widely worn in Burma
during WWII and symbolized those units. The DUI
description reads:

“The colors blue, white, red and green represent
four of the original six combat teams of the 5307th
Composite Unit (Provisional), commonly referred
to as Merrill’s Marauders, which were identi-
fied by color. To avoid confusion, the other two
colors, khaki and orange, were not represented
in the design; however, khaki was represented
by the color of the uniform worn by US forces
in the China-Burma-India Theater during World
War Il. The unit’s close cooperation with the Chi-
nese forces in the China-Burma-India Theater is
represented by the sun symbol from the Chinese
flag. The white star represents the Star of Burma,
the country in which the Marauders campaigned
during World War Il. The lightning bolt is symbol-
ic of the strike characteristics of the Marauders’
behind-the-line activities.)? ¢

MARS Task Force patch

Merrill’s Marauders patch

On 3 February 1986, the 75th Infantry Regiment was
redesignated as the 75th Ranger Regiment. The redes-
ignation led to the Rangers, after a long struggle, claim-
ing official lineage to the WW!II Ranger Battalions,
which had previously been assigned to U.S. Army Spe-
cial Forces.” The Rangers were later able to show this
additional World War II heritage in the form of their
Shoulder Sleeve Insignia (SSI), the adoption of which
is another story. However, the 75th Ranger Regiment
retained the same DUI that had been approved for wear
on 18 March 1969, thereby honoring the contributions
of the Marauders, the 475th Infantry, and the MARS
Task Force to Ranger history and legacy. @
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