BUILDING GENERATIONAL
RELATIONSHIPS

The Commander of 3rd Battalion, 1st Special Forces Group, Lieutenant Colonel (LTC) Jason A. Clarke, presents a
case containing memorabilia to retired Royal Thai Army Colonel (COL) Sri Tesana, at the Royal Thai Special Warfare
Command, Lopburi, Thailand, on 4 May 2017. The case contains a graduation certificate and photo of Special Forces
Officer Course 2-60, and a Yarborough Knife and Scabbard, available only to graduates of the SF Qualification
Course. From left to right: LTC Clarke, COL (Ret.) Tesana, LTG Sirichai Tesana.

n Ma
General (LTG) Sirichai Tesana, Commanding General
Thai Special Warfare
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2017, while preparing for the visit of Lieutenant

of the Roy mmand in Lopburi,
graduatcd from the U.S. Army Special Forces O\ualiﬁcation
Course (SFQC) almost sixty years carlier. On notification
of the visit, the USASOC History Office conducted some
rescarch into that class and located others who had gone
through the course with then-Firse Licutenant Sri Tesana. It
became apparent that the class was a special one asa number of
its students went on to exert great influence in SOF circles for
years to come. One fellow graduate, Colonel (COL) (Retired)
Jerr_\' M. King, p ided the Office with his personal class
photo and shared stories of the course and its actendees.” That
information was used to create a packet to give to LTG Tesana
that commemorated his father”

The History Office created a higl resolution photo of

LTG Tesana’s facher’s SF'Q’ Course photo anda rcproduction

graduation certificate. The photo and certificate were presented
to the gc‘nc’ral durin.g his visit, adding a dec’pl_v ;1ppr€ciatc‘d
personal touch to the occasion. Inaddition, Dr. Jared M. Tracy
from the History Office provideda brief on the Memorial Plaza.
The visit was a big success.

2rd

Scparatcly, the lcadcrship of the 3" Bactali

Force p was also keen to show its appreciatio
Tesana’s shared service and the close relationship between

their unit and Thai Special Forces. They put together a diplay

case and acquircd a Yarborough Knife for presentation to

retired COL Tesana recognizing the more than sixty years
of brotherl with Thai Spccial Forces. That generati nal

ized by COL Te

6;11'1\' in hlS carccr, l]lS SOHVS command, ;md continues an

b on d was m b

SF tradition. Over thosc years, thousands of American and
Thai Spccial Forces soldiers have worked side-by-side in the

tield and shared skills and experiences.




Army Special Forces has a long
U- u history of close relations with the
Royal Thai Army (RTA), and in particular, with the RTA Special
Forces. These two elite military organizations share more than
a half century of close and continuous training, education, and
operations. Although TDY Military Training Teams (MTTs)
and deployments for training (DFTs) to Thailand occurred
as early as the late 1950s, a milestone in this relationship
took place on 15 April 1966 when the U.S. Continental Army
Command (CONARC), the predecessor of today’s Forces
Command (FORSCOM) and Training and Doctrine Command
(TRADOC), formed Company D, 1%t Special Forces Group.!
CONARC established Company D to provide a permanent SF
presence in Thailand to train RTA units in counterinsurgency
tactics and procedures. After a few months of mission
preparation at Fort Bragg, NC, the majority of the 369-man
company boarded C-141 aircraft and arrived in Thailand on
15 October 1966. By November, detachments had been
dispersed to select RTA units throughout the country to teach
five-week courses in basic counterinsurgency techniques. The
program was very effective. Less than five days after one
of the initial Thai companies finished its training, that unit
successfully defeated an insurgent element in the field.? In
addition, on 9 January 1967 the company began training
select RTA soldiers to cadre the first Special Forces Proficiency
Course, the start of a long tradition with Thai SF soldiers.
On 10 April 1967, U.S. Army, Pacific (USARPAC) deactivated
Company D and activated an independent 46" SF Special Forces
Company under U.S. Military Assistance Command, Thailand.® By

46th SF Company soldiers conduct medical training
with Royal Thai Army.

Top | 46th SF Company Flash

September 1967, soldiers of the 46" Company had trained over
7,000 RTA soldiers. In addition, the 46" Company prepared the
first RTA contingent for service in Vietnam (Task Force SLICK).*

Training continued unabated for the next seven years.
However, as part of the theater-wide Southeast Asia troop
drawdown associated with Vietnamization, USARPAC inactivated
the 46" SF Company on 31 March 1972. Concurrently, 46" Company
personnel and equipment were assigned to the 3™ Battalion,
1%t Special Forces Group.® The circle was complete: what began
as a 1°t SFG element in 1967 officially returned to the Group.®

Although it did not maintain a permanent presence in the
Kingdom, RTA and American Special Forces soldiers continued
their close relationship through MTTs and DFTs. By working
side-by-side with the RTA, old friendships are preserved
and new ones begun. The groundwork of mutual respect and
cooperation established by the 46" SF Company a half
century ago continues to flourish.
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Combined parachute jump during the 36th consecutive
Operation COBRA GOLD. COL Guillaume Beaurpere
(1st SFG CO) is flanked by COL Janma (L), CO of RTA
5th SF Regt), and LTC Puwadoen (CO, 1/5 SF Bn).




his class photo was taken at a time in Spccial Forces training  to the disma}" ofmany chular Arm}" commanders, Spccial chulation (SR)
history when officer and enlisted trained scparatclv. Despite  600-160-10, “Personnel, Volunteers for Spccial Forces Units,” publishcd on

ractice, the prcvailing attitude was “you must be at least a three 25 Apl'i] 1952, 1ptc’d many of their best soldiers to volunteer for Spccial

time volunteer to be a good Special Forces soldicr: volunteer for the  Forces training and duty. After graduation, these SF soldiers deployed

Army, volunteer for airborne, and volunteer for Special Forces.™ Much — overseas to assist U.S. allies. Those countries reciprocated by sending their
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best and brightest officers to the Special Forces course at Fort Bragg,
North
(ILT)

Noteworthy in this commi

Carolina. Among those who attended was then-First Licutenant

nawho retired asa Colonel in the Royal Thai Army.

d ofhicer class were two non-

commissioned officers (NCOs). They were Master Sergeant (MSG)

Richard J. k> Mcadows (77" Special Forces Group) and British
or Sergeant (C/Sgt) R.H. Copeman (22 SAS). MSG Meadows, like

several of his oflicer classmates, would spend the majority of his carcer

in Special Forces. After graduation in March 1960, MSG Mecadows

an exchange NCO with the 22 SAS, ¢

so. When he complctcd his SAS training, Meadows became a troop

of the first SF soldiers to do

leadcr forayear. In 1967, while servingasa Reconnaissance Team Leader
Command, Vietnam (MACV)

(SOG), MSG Mecadows was awarded

a direct commission to captain. In 1970, CPT Mecadows participatcd
in the Son Tay prison raid into North Vietnam, attempting to rescue
merican prisoners of war. Later, he helped form and train soldiers for
ces Operational Detachment —Delea (I SFOD-D).
In addition, after retir ing as a major, Meadows had a kc’_\' role in the Iran

rescue mission (Operation EAGLE CLAW) in 1980 MAJ ‘Dick’

Meadows is a true Army Spuial Operati

the 17 Spcu'a] F

sicon.
The class also had several officers who went on to distinguished careers
. ILT Jerry M. King,
served as the Detachment Comma in Muong Falane,

s part of Operation WHITE STAR. In 1964, while

m with his SF detachment,

in Spccial Forces before SF became a scparate bra

CPT King and his men

hcl} dto qudl the I\Ionmmmu{ Rebellion, a major event in the Vietnam
War. Much later in his career, COL King was the J-3 and acting C
of Staff for the planmng of Operation EAGLE CLAW led b

General James B. Vaught. This was the attempted rescue of American

hostages inlran.*
Five other officers in this class, assigned to the 77" S after
(CPT) Elmer E.

Monger, Jamie R. Hendrix, Raymond L. Call, James W. Jones, and

graduatiom influenced Spncial Forces.

ptains

George E. Carr were selected for the first mobile training tcam (MTT)

m in late 1960 to organize and train Vietnamese

C

of that MTT sct a pattern for empl

sent to South Viet
Army Ranger units. The suc
later SF officers and NCOs as trainer/advisors to the growing Army of
the Republic of South Vietnam (ARVN)? S

SL‘I'\'C(] 1l]llltiPlC tours in \‘Yi(.‘tll‘dl]l ;111(1 C()Il]lll‘dﬂdcd SPCCi’dl FO[CCS

OH:ICCI'S

companies during the rapid expansion of SF in the mid-1960s. Most
returned to Fort Bragg to teach another generation of SF soldiers slated

to serve in Vietnam., #

Endnotes

1 USASOC Protocol Office memo,
241605MAR17, copy in USASOC History

LTC (Ret) Ian D.W. Sutherland, 1952/1982 SPECIAL FORCES of the United States Army
(San Jose, CA: R. James Bender Publishing, 1990), 120.

Alan Hoe, The Quiet Professional: Major Richard ]. Meadows of the U.
i Y i P of Kentucky, 2011), pas

Lolonel Jerry M. ng,

and Social Functio

Fort Bragg, NC.

557

ficial Milita
Support Center,

ed on 4 Apnl ”01/, Steve Sherman, comp., Who's Who from

T/WHITE STAR (Houston, TX: Radix Press, ), 35
Eugene G. Piasecki, “The 77" SFG Mission to South Vietnam,” Veritas, 5:3
46-58.

(2009),




